
Staff Report 
Submission Date: June 7, 2023 

To: Siskiyou County Agricultural Preserve Administrator 

From: Bernadete Cizin, Assistant Planner 

Subject: The Wildlands Conservancy APA-22-09, Williamson Act Contract No. 78019, 
Applica�on to rescind their property from the exis�ng contracts and reissue a 
single contract consis�ng solely of their property with the Commercial 
Agricultural Use of rangeland and pasture for livestock produc�on and forage. 

Location: The project site is located on Highway 3, north and east of the community of 
Callahan on APNs 023-400-220, 023-410-110, 023-410-120, 031-210-050, 031-
210-100, 031-210-110, 031-210-120, 031-230-070, 031-230-080, 031-241-050, 
031-241-110, 031-241-120, 031-241-130, 031-241-160, 031-241-240, 031-241-
250, 031-250-040, 031-250-330, 031-250-340, 031-250-360, 031-250-370 and 
031-560-030, Township 41N, Range 8W, Sec�ons 33 & 34, and Township 40N, 
Range 8W, Sec�ons 2, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 21, 22 & 23, MDBM.  

Exhibits: A.  Map of property under exis�ng contract No. 78019 
B. Loca�on Map  
C. Zoning Map 
D. Williamson Act Contract Amendment Ques�onnaire 
E. Exis�ng Contract and Establishment of Agricultural Preserve 
F. Comments 

Background and Discussion 

The proposed project is a request to rescind the subject property from the exis�ng Williamson Act Contracts 
and reissue a contract consis�ng solely of property under one ownership. The subject property is 
approximately 3720 acres which is currently under contract which has 6 different property owners. To 
accomplish this request, the Board of Supervisors would need to first amend the exis�ng Agricultural Preserves 
to remove the applicant’s property and establish a new Agricultural Preserve, then approve the rescission of 
property from the exis�ng Williamson Act contracts and reentry into a new contract. 

Exis�ng Parcels 
• APN 031-560-030 is an 18-acre parcel. 
• APNs 031-230-070 and 031-230-080 together are a por�on of a 599-acre parcel (See Figure 1).  
• APNs 031-241-050, 031-241-110, 031-241-120, 031-241-130, 031-241-160, 031-241-240 and 031-241-

250 together are a por�on of an 83.7-acre parcel (See Figure 2). 
• APNs 031-250-360 and 031-250-370 together a por�on of a 634.3-acre parcel (See Figure 3). 
• APNs 023-410-110, 023-410-120, 023-400-220, 031-210-100, 031-210-110, 031-210-120, 031-250-040, 

031-210-050, 031-250-330 and 031-250-340 consist of legal parcels, all of which are 40-acres or larger 
in size. Each parcel was created prior to the Subdivision Map Act and in compliance with County 
Subdivision Ordinance effec�ve at the �me of parcel crea�on. 
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Parcel History 

Williamson Act Contracts 

• The subject property is a por�on of Williamson Act Contract No. 78019 (Clerk’s No. 338) as recorded on 
February 23, 1978, the Siskiyou County Records in Volume 807 at Page 872. 

Agricultural Preserves 

• The subject property is within an Agricultural Preserve as established by Board of Supervisor’s 
Resolu�on No 39, Book 8, adopted on February 14, 1978.  

Analysis 

Preserve Requirements 

Preserve Size 
According to the Rules for the establishment and Administra�on of Agricultural Preserves and Williamson Act 
Contracts (Rules), agricultural preserves shall consist of no less than 100 acres. To meet this requirement, two 
or more parcels may be combined if they are con�guous or if they are owned in common.  

One parcel is not contiguous; however, all parcels are owned in common, thus meeting this requirement.  

Soils Class 
Per County Rules Sec�on III, Item C, Agricultural land in a preserve must contain at least 40 acres of Class I or II 
equivalent soils and a preserve may not be created for land consis�ng solely of Class VI or VII.  

The majority of soil types are Class VI with some Class II and III. Considering the substantial acreage of the 
project, it greatly exceeds the 40-acres of Class I or II equivalent soils required. 

Contract Requirements 

Zoning 

All parcels shall be restricted by zoning to agricultural uses pursuant to Rules Sec�on III, Item D.  

All property proposed to be part of the preserve is zoned Prime Agricultural, Non-Prime Agricultural, and Rural 
Residential Agricultural, as shown on the zoning map (Exhibit C). 

Minimum Parcel Size 

Per County Rules Sec�on III, Item E, lands shall be in parcels large enough to sustain their commercial 
agricultural use if the contracted land within a qualifying preserve is at least 40 acres in size. Property is 
evaluated by legally established parcel.  

At 18 acres, APN 031-560-030 does not meet the 40-acre minimum and would be recommended for a Notice of 
Non-Renewal. 
 

APNs 031-230-070 and 031-230-080 together are 320-acre portion of a legal parcel. (See Figure 1 on Page 3) 
 

APNs 031-241-050, 031-241-110, 031-241-120, 031-241-130, 031-241-160, 031-241-240 and 031-241-250 
together are a 79.2-acre portion of a legal parcel. (See Figure 2 on Page 3) 
 

APNs 031-250-360 and 031-250-370 together are a 620.8-acre portion of a legal parcel.  
(See Figure 3 on Page 4) 
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As it is current policy to evaluate the entire legal parcel and not increase the size of an Agricultural preserve, 
these APNs are ineligible and would be recommended for issuance of a Notice of Non-Renewal.   
 

The remaining parcels exceed the 40-acre minimum size.  

 
Figure 1 – Property within Ineligible Parcel A 

 
Figure 2 – Property within Ineligible Parcel B 



Agricultural Preserve Administrator Staff Report 
June 7, 2023 

Williamson Act Contract Amendment and Agricultural Preserve Amendment (APA-22-09) 
Administrator Review and Recommenda�on – Staff Report  Page 4 

 
Figure 3 – Property within Ineligible Parcel C 

Agricultural Produc�on Uses 

Per County Rules Sec�on IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural produc�on.   

The property has historically been used for and continues to be used for grazing commercial cattle.  
 
Compa�ble Uses 

Per County Rules Sec�on IV, lands shall be used principally for commercial agricultural produc�on.   

Residen�al Uses 

County Rules Sec�on IV, Item C allows for residen�al structures, which are to be occupied by persons directly 
engaged in the commercial agricultural opera�on.  

The residence is occupied by caretakers who assist with details of fencing/livestock security, grazing 
management, and livestock location. 

Comments 

Agency Comments 

Siskiyou County Treasurer/Tax Collector – September 22, 2022 

The Treasurer commented that the current fiscal year taxes were owing.  

Pursuant to the County Rules Sec�on II. the Agricultural Preserve Administrator (Administrator) will review and 
make recommenda�ons on termina�ng (non-renewing) contracts. 
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Exhibit A 
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Exhibit B 
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Exhibit C 



Williamson Act Contract Amendment Questionnaire

(This form is to be attached to the County’s standard application form)

11\J k)dx,iids YOAI4
(4/ J)tk C-’i CJ -99

p oc

I

Other Income:

Hunting rights $

Fishing tights $

_______

Other_________ rights $

Quarrying $

__________

Other $

___________

Other $

___________

I2I1/i%\

_______________

Production

_______________

Production

_______________

Production

_______________

Production

per year -1-2Y’ acres

per year___________ acres

_____

per year

_______________
_____

per year

_______________
_____

per year

_______________
_____

per year

_______________

per acre

per acre

____________

haud I”-L
per acre

per acre

type

type

type

type

Owner’s name:

Add tess: :9 \4 I \

Parcel Numbers:

How long have you owned this land?

___________________

Type of Agricultural Use: ‘! \0D 42_—.

Dry pasture acreage

_________________________

Irrigated pasture acreage ) % ci

Dry farming acreage

___________

Crops grown______________

Field crop average

____________

Crops grown______________

Type of irrigation (pivot line, ditch, etc.) \-Jk aí—

Row crop acreage_____________ Crops grown______________

Other acreage___________________ Type____________

Land Leased to Others

Name of owner iVe.- J C& Number of acres

___________________

Rental fee per acre $ 1, O ]ct,f land (g&A-’(j y’j t

Terms of lease

______________________

Lease termination date I )2R-Z.g’
Share cropped with others: Crop

______________

Percent to owner_________ Acres

____________

List expenses paid by landowner

_________________________________________________________

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2021
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Certification

The above statements are certified by the undersigned to be true and correct, and this land is used

for the intensive production of food or fiber, or the land is used to support the agricultural economy

and has public(lue.

Signed

__________________________

1. This signed form

2. The completed and signed County standard Application for Development Review

3. The applicable maps which clearly show the boundaries of the contract property and proposed

change(s)

4. A copy of the Grant Deed for each legal parcel

5. The legal description of the land included in the application and proposed change(s)

6. A copy of any and all Deeds of Trust for the land that is included in the application

7. A copy of the property’s existing Williamson Act Contract

Planning Staff Comments Below

The above property is within one mile of a city: LiYes LJNo

Name of City:

__________________________

Present Zoning

___________________________

Please submit the following to the Siskiyou County Planning Division along with all applicable lees:

Williamson Act Contract Amendment Guidelines
Revised 2021
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  COUNTY OF SISKIYOU 

Jennifer Taylor 
 Treasurer –Tax Collector 

311 Fourth Street, Room 104 
Yreka, California 96097-2944 

Phone (530) 842-8340 
Toll Free (888) 854-2000 ext 8340 

https://www.co.siskiyou.ca.us/treasurer-
taxcollector 

DATE:  September 22, 2022 

TO: Dianne Johnson. Permit Technician 

FROM: Kayla S. Harris, Treasury-Tax Collection Specialist 

RE: Wildlands Conservancy Ag Preserve Amendment (APA-2207) 

Please inform Wildlands Conservancy that the current fiscal year taxes are owing on the 

following assessment numbers: 

031-210-050, 031-210-100, -110, -120, 031-230-070, -080, 031-241-050, -110, -120, - 130, -

160, -240, -250, 031-250-040, -330, -340, -360, -370, 031-560-030, 023-400-220, 023-410-

110, -120.

Please contact our office if you have any questions. 

Thank you. 

Kayla S Harris 

Kayla S. Harris 

Tax Collection/Treasury Specialist 
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